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Underha'nd. adj. Secret; clandeftine; fly. 

I had notice of my brother’s purpofe, and have, by under¬ 
hand mtam, laboured to difliradc him. Shakcfpeare. 

J as a ve J7 great favour from fome of my 

underhand detradlors, if they would break all meafures with 

U: workman B0URER ’ and labourer.] A fubordinate 

About the carriage of one ftone for Amafis, the diftance 
o twenty days journey, for three years were employed two 
tnoufand chofen men, governors, befides many Inderla- 
tiers. Wilkins's Mathematical Maeick 

IWr'vH 0 . adj. [from derived."] Not borrowed. & 

I he .deas it is bufied about fliould be, fometimes at leaft, 

from thc 0 body n8eni ° nCS ’ Whkhit Had in itfelf ’ 

T °h“g hHl"- '• [mJ,r a " d ^ T ° «■“*>■« b y 

U A°P E PLE E/AF ‘ ^' mder 3nd Ua ^ A fpCCiCS ° f 3Pple - See 

The underleaf, whofe cyder is beft at two years, is a 
plentiful bearer. Mortimer's Art of Hujiandry. 

^ below*the’words. To mark w.d, H„c S 

By meer chance in appearance, though underlined with a 
providence, they had a full fight of the infanta. JVotton 

U nderling. n. f [from under.] An inferiour agent; a forry, 
mean fellow. 0 9 

7,i e gre f ™ en > hy ambition never fatisfied, grew fadious; 
and the underlings glad1 mdeed to be underlings to them the^ 
hated leaft, to preferve them from fuch they hated moft. Sidney. 

it fl? er n y K thC hC A S r° f Septs arc made ftr °nger, whom 
it fliould be a mod fpecial policy to weaken, and to fet up 

and ftrengthen divers of their underlings againft them. Stenfer. 

1 he fault is not in our ftars. 

But in ourfelves, that wc are underlings. ShakeFt 

O er all his brethren he fhall reign as king, 

Yet every one fliall make him imderling. & Milton 
I hey may print this letter, if the underlings at the poft- 
office take a copy of it. Pofe and £ vlJh 

A fort of underling auxil.ars to the difficulty of a work, 

“uXT's: “ d c ™ cks> who fri « hKn “■**** 

To Undermine, v. a. [ under and mine.] 

1. To dig cavities under any thing, fo that it may fall, or be 
blown up; to fap. 

_ T hough the foundation on a rock were laid. 

The church was undermin'd and then betray’d. Denham 
An injudicious endeavour to exalt Virgil, is much the fame' 
as if one fliould thmk to raife the fupcrftrutfure by undermining 
the foundation. PopPs Prefau „ thg //; J 

2. I o excavate under. 

A vaft rock umlermin'd from one end to the other, and a 
highway running through it, as long and as broad as the 

\ . , , , „ Addifon’s Remarks on Italy. 

3. i o injure by clandeftine means. 

Making the king’s fword ftrike whom they hated, the 
king’s purle reward whom they loved ; and, which is worft 
of all, making the royal countenance ferve to undermine the 
royal fovercignty. S ;, 

1 hey,, knowing Eleanor’s afpiring humour. 

Have hir’d me to undermine the dutchefs. Shakefi> 

The father fecure. 

Ventures his filial virtue, 

Againft whate’er may tempt, whate’er fcduce. 

Allure or terrify, or undermine. Milton. 

The undermining fmile becomes habitual; and the drift of 
his plaulible converfation, is only to flatter one, that he may 
betray another. Dryd J u 

He fliould be warn d who are like to undermine him, and 
v ho to ferve him. Locke on Education, 

Lnoermi ner. n.f [from undermine.] 

1. He that faps ; he that digs away the fupports. 

I he enemies and underminers thereof are Romilh Ca- 

tholicks - Bacon. 

2 . A clandeftine enemy. 

When I perceiv’d all fet on enmity. 

As on my enemies, wherc-ever chanc’d, 

I us’d hoftility, and took their fpoil. 

To p3y my underminers in their coin. Milton's Agoniftes. 

I he moft experienced difturbers and underminers of govern¬ 
ment, have always laid their firft train in contempt, endea¬ 
vouring to blow it up in the judgment and efteem of the 
fubjed. South’s Sermons. 

LI ndermost. adj. [This is a kind of fuperlative, anomaloufly 
formed from under.] 

1. Loweft in place. 

Ufing oil of almonds, wc drew up with the tuidermojl ftone 
a much greater weight. Boyle. 

2. Loweft in ftate or condition. 

It happens well for the party that is undtrmojl, when a work 
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of this nature falls into the hands r 
themfelves to attack their principles wi 1°^’ W ' ho con ^nt 
perfons. & ” J° U ex P ofl ^ th-i 

This opinion, taken up by other^feclariT^ 4 '’ » 9 - 
longer than they were undermojl ’ Was t0 M no 

Sr w< - j in ,i,c p'»« i mow . 

, u- F °* hwith U P to the clouds 
vv Ith him I flew, and underneath beheld 

11 ' C earth outftretch ’ d immenfe, a profpecl wide Ml, 
And as I awake, fweet mufick breathe M K 

Above, about, or underneath ; 

Sent by fome fpirit to mortals’ good 
Or Jullcn Mole that runneth underneath • Mk ”' 
Or Severn fw.fr, guilty of maidens death/ Uu 
1 he monfter caught in open day, mtw% 

inclos d, and in delpair to fly away. 

Howls horrible from underneath ‘ n 

vnlLT “ , ’ 0t ,!e !l - « > f- X 

Underneath, prep. Under. Add, P n ' 

, Fellows in arms, 

Bruis’d underneath the yoke of tyranny, 

1 hus far into the bowels of the land' ’ 

Have we march’d on. «. . . 

Pray God, ftie prove not mafculinc ere lone ' * 

•If underneath the ftandard of the French ’ 

She carry armour as fhe had, begun. Sbakefp. Hen VI 
Underneath this ftone doth lie, 

As much beauty as could die ; 

Which in life did harbour give. 

To more virtue than could live. £ y i r 

What is, hath been ; what hath been fliall en'fuc • 

And nothing underneath the fun is new. Sandys's Paraphrofe. 

I he north and fouth, and each contending blaft, 
underneath his wide dominion call. Driden 

L ndero'f ficer. n.f. [under and officer.] An inferiour officer- 
one in fubordinate authority. 

I his certificate of excommunication by bifliops, of all 
others, is moft in ufe; and would be more fo, were it not 
or the manifold abufes about its execution committed by 
underofficers. Aylife’s Parergoi. 

Jcf Underpin, v.a. [under and pin.] To prop; tofupport. 

V ictors, to fecure themfelves againft difputes of that kind, 
underpin their acqueft jure belli. Hale's Common Laic. 

L nde rogatory, adj. Not derogatory. 

Of our happinefs the apoftlc gives a negative defeription; 
and to create in us apprehcnlions underogatory from what we 
tt/ 3 I poflefs, exalts them above all that wc can fancy. Boyle. 
nderpart. n.f. [under and part.] Subordinate, or un- 
ellential part. 

ThcEnglifli will not bear a thorough tragedy, but are pleafed 
that it fliould be lightened wth underparts of mirth. Dryden. 

L nderpe tticoat. n.f. [under and petticoat.] The petticoat 
worn next the body. 

rhey go to bed as tired with doing nothing, as I after 
quilting a whole under-petticoat. Spectator, N°. 606. 

U nderplot, n. f. [under and plot.] 

1 . A ferics of events proceeding collaterally with the main ftory 
of a play, and fubfervient to it. 

In a tragi-comedy, there is to be but one main defign; 
and though there be an underplot , yet it is fubfervient to the 
chief fable. Dryden s Dedication to Juvenal. 

2 . A clandeftine fcheme. 

T he hufband is fo milled by tricks, and fo loft in a crooked 
intrigue, that he ftill fufpe< 3 :s an underplot. Addifon. 

To Underpra’jse. v.a. [under anti praife.] To praile below 
delcrt. 


In umlerpraifing thy deferts. 

Here find the firft deficience of our tongue. Dryden. 

To Underprise, v.a. [under and prize.] To value at lefs 
than the worth. 

How far 

The fubftancc of my praife doth wrong this fliadow 

In underprizing it; fo far this fliadow 

Doth limp behind the fubftance. Shakefpeore. 

To Underpro’p. v. a. [under and prop.] To fupport; tofullain. 

Here am I left to underprop the land. 

Who, weak with age, cannot fupport myfclf. Sbakefp. 
There was made a ftioring or underproping a£l for the be¬ 
nevolence ; to make the fums not brought in, to be leviable 
by courfe of law. Bacon’s Hen. VII. 

Thou that art us’d t’ attend the royal throne, 

And underprop the head that bears the crown. Fenton. 

Underpropo / rtioned. adj. [under and proportion.] Having 
too little proportion. . . 

To be haughty, and to make fcanty and underpr0pert toned 
returns of civility, plainly tells people, they mull be very 
mannerly. Collier on Pride. 
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UnI)ER puT*er. n.f. [ under and puller. J Inferiour or fub- 
ordinatc puller. 

The myftery of feconds and thirds is fuch a malter-piece, 
that no defeription can reach. Thefe underpullers in deftruClion 
arc fuch implicit mortals as are not to be matched. Collier. 

To Underra te, v. a. [under and rate.] To rate too low. 

Underrate, n.f. [from the verb.] A price lels than is 
ufual. 

The ufclefs brute is from Newmarket brought, 

And at an underrate in Smithfield bought. 

To turn a mill. Dryden. 

To Undersa'y. v. n. [under and fay.] To fay by..way of de¬ 
rogation. Not in ufe. 

° They fay, they con to heaven the highway ; 

But I dare underfay , 

They never fet foot on that fame trode. 

But balke their right way, and ftrain abroad. Spcnfer. 

Undersecretary, n.f. [under and Jecretary.] An inferiour 
or fubordinate fecretary. 

The Jews have a tradition, that Elias fits in heaven, and 
keeps a regilter of all men’s actions, good or bad. He hath 
his under -Jeer etaries for the feveral nations, that takes minutes 
of all that palles. Bacon’s Theory of the Earth. 

To Undersell, v.a. [under and fell.] To defeat, by felling 
for lefs ; to fell cheaper than another. 

Their flock being rated at fix in the hundred, they 
may, with great gain, underfell us, our flock being rated 
at ten. Childs Difcourfe of Trade. 

Undersf/rvant. n.f. [under and fervant.] A fervant of the 
lower clafs. 

Belidcs the nerves, the bones, as underfervants, with the 
mufcles, are employed to raife him up. Grezv’s Cofmology. 

To U’nderset. v.a. [under and Jet.] To prop; to fup¬ 
port. 

The merchant-adventurers, boing a ftrong company, and 
well underfet with rich men, and good order, held out 
bravely. Bacon's Hen. VII. 

Underse'tter. n.f. [from underfet.] Prop; pedeftal; fup¬ 
port. 

The four corners thereof had underfetters. 1 Kings vii. 30. 

Undf.rse'tting. n.f. [from underfet.] Lower part; pedeftal. 

Their underfettings, or pcdeftals, are, in height, a third 
part of the column. IVctton's Architecture. 

UndersheAiff. n. f. [under and Jhcrijf.] The deputy of the 
fiierifF. 

Since ’tis my doom, love’s underjhrieve. 

Why this reprieve ? 

Why doth my Ihe advowfon fly ? Cleveland's Poems. 

IJndersheAiffry. n.f. [from underJkeriff.] The bufinefs, 
or office of an underjheriff. 

The cardinals of Rome call all temporal bufinefs, of wars 
and embailages, Jhirnna , which is underjherijfries ; as if 
they were but matters for underfherifFs and catchpoles; though 
many times thofe underjherijfries do more good than their 
high fpeculations. Bacon. 

Undershoo't. part. adj. [under and Jhoot.] Moved by water 
palling under it. 

The imprifoned water paycth the ranfom of driving an 

7 wdsrfhoot wheel for his enlargement. Carew’s Surv. of Cornwall. 

<uND£Rsc/ng. n.f. [under and Jong. ] Chorus ; burthen of a fong. 

So ended fhe ; and all the reft around 

To her redoubled that her undo fong. Spenfer. 

The challenge to Damaetas fhall belong; 

Mcnalcas fhall fuftain his underfong ; 

Each in his turn your tuneful numbers bring. Dryden. 

0 Understand, v.a. preterite underjlood. [im&enrtan- 
»an, Saxon.] 1 

I- To comprehend fully ; to have knowledge of. 

he Ulyfles of Ovid upbraids his ignorance, that he un¬ 
derjlood not. the fhield for which he pleaded. Dryden. 


2 . To conceive. 
His fin 
that it 
tion 


might have been greater in that refpea: but 
was not fo to be underjlood , appears by the oppofi- 

_n,7 hC . Icarned interpreters underjlood the worVof^n’ 
ana not of Abel. T l 

To Understa'nd. Lode ' 

“7° f \ he intellcflual faculties; to be an intelli¬ 
gent or conicious being. 

*• To i,T’ Wlf ' and 

I underjlood of the evil Eliafhib did. 

uuderjland by Sanga, you have been 
solicited againft the commonwealth 

one Umbrenus. n r . r 

, All,„ y f„ u ,bo 

jmparadis’d in you, in whom alone 
tt ‘"‘dctjlandy and grow, and fee. r> 

" In "■f- D ”""' 
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I fpeak as my underjlanding inftru&s me, and as mine ho- 
nefty puts it to utterance. Shakcfp. Winter Tale. 

Make him of quick undeijlandingin the fear of the Lord. IJaiah. 

It maketh day-light underjlanding, out of darknefs. Bacon. 

When fhe rates things, and moves from ground to ground. 

The name of reafon fhe obtains by this : 

But when by reafon fhe the truth hath found, 

And ftandeth fix’d, fhe underjlanding is. Davies. 

Life and fenfe. 

Fancy and underjlanding: whence the foul 

Reafon receives, and reafon is her being. Milton. 

God is to the underjlanding of man, as the light of the 
fun is to our eyes, its firft and moft glorious ohjedt. Tillotfon. 

2 . Skill. 

The underjlandings of a ferrate are often enflaved by three 
or four leaders. Swift. 

Right underjlanding confifts in the perception of the vifible 
or probable agreement or difagreement of ideas. Locke. 

Very mean people have raifed their minds to a great fenfe 
and underjlanding of religion. Locke. 

3. Intelligence ; terms of communication. 

He hoped the loyalty of his l'ubjedts would concur with 
him in the preferving of a good underjlanding between him 
and his people. Clarendon. 

We have got into fome underjlanding with the enemy, by 
means of Don Diego. Arbutfmn. 

Understanding, adj. Knowing; fkilful. 

The prefent phyfician is a very underjlanding man, and 
well read. Addifon's Remarks on Italy. 

Understa'ndingly. adv. [from underjland. J With know¬ 
ledge. 

Sundays may be underjlandingly fpent in theology. Milton. 

Understoo'd. pret. and part, paflive df underjland. 

Understra'pper. n.f. [under and Jlrap.] A petty fellow j 
an inferior agent. 

Every underjlrapper perk’d up, and expected a regiment, 
or his fon mull be a major. " Swift. 

To Undertake, v.a. preterite undertook ; participle palfive 
undertaken, [underfangen, German.] 

I. To attempt; fo engage in. 

The talk he undertakes 

Is numbring fands, and drinking oceans dry. Shakefp. 

Hence our gen’rous emulation came; 

We undertook, and we perform’d the fame. Rofcommon. 


- . — — - —-—- —lofco.itn.j... 

Fiercer than cannon, and than rocks more hard. 

The Englifh undertake th’unequal war. Dryden. 

Of dangers undertaken , fame atchicv’d. 

They talk by turns. Dryden. 

2. To afliime a charadter. Not in ufe. 

His name and credit /hall you undertake ; 

And in my houfe you fliall be friendly lodg’d. Shakefp. 
.3. To engage with ; to attack. 

It is not fit your lordfhip fliould undertake every companion, 
that you give offence to. Shakefp. Cymbcline. 

You’ll undertake her no more ? Shakefptare 

4T0 have the charge of. 

To th’ waterfide I mull condudl your grace. 

Then give my charge up to Sir Nicholas Vaux, 

Who undertakes you to your end. Shakefp. Hen. VIII. 
To Undertake, v. n. 

1. To afliime any bufinefs or province. 

O Lord, I am opprelTed, undertake for me. Jfa. xxxviii. 94.. 
I undertook alone to wing th’ abyfs. Mliton. 

2. To venture ; to hazard. 

It is the cowifh terror of his fpirit. 

That dare not undertake. Shakefp. K. Lean, 

3. xo promife; to ftand bound to fome condition. 

If the curious fearch the hills after rains, I dare undertake 
they will not lofe their labour. Woodward's Nat. Hifl. 

Undertaken, part, paflive of undertake. 

Undertaker, n.f. [from undeitake.] 

1. One who engages in projedls and affairs. 

Antrim was naturally a great undertaker. Clartndon. 

Undertakers in Rome purchafe the digging of fields and 
arrive at great e ftates by it. Addifon. 

1 his ferves to free the enquiry from the perplexities that 
lome undertakers have encumber’d it with. Woodward 

Oblige thy fav’rite undertakers 
To throw me in but twenty acres. Prior• 

2 . One who engages to build for another at a certain price. 

f Should they build as faft as write, 

0 ’Twould ruin undertakers quite. Swift’s Mifcellanj 

3. One who manages funerals. J * 

Undertaking, n.f. [from undertake.] Attempt; enterprize 1 
engagement. v r nzei 

Mighty men they are called ; which /heweth a ftrength fur- 
paifing others : and men of renown, that is, of greaf under- 
and adventurous aftions. Raleigh’s Hijl. of the World. 
Jr T r e /! t0 r grea ^ n und ' rtaki »i for the humour of our 

bI aIl h foch UCh 3 fUm f ° f , ™ one y ou ght to lie ready for taking 
eft all fuch pieces of cloth as /hall be brought in. Tempi! 

*9 N Under* 
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